Hornsby Uniting Church
Our Vision: To grow in Christ and share His love.

News for January 9, 2022
Holy Spirit, call us with tender words of mercy that remind us we belong to you, and embrace us with your love.
Amen.
As we begin the Season after the Epiphany, we rejoice that God’s word continues to hold promise and power in our
lives, calling each of us by name through living waters. The voice from heaven blesses: “You are my [child], the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” After John immerses Jesus in baptism, God draws near and rejoices in him. In
today’s readings we are reminded to listen for God in words of hope and encouragement, and in the Holy Spirit’s
work in our communities.
Isaiah 43:1–7 - Often, it is easy to feel alone and forgotten in life’s inevitable difficult and trying times. These words
were given to God’s people in just such a time. And the prophet proclaims that God is present “because you are
precious in my sight and honoured and I love you” (43:4).
Psalm 29 - In this psalm, God’s voice is heard in the glory of thunder, in the mighty waters, and in the flashing
flame. The voice of God calls into our lives too, strong with promise.
Acts 8:14–17 - The Holy Spirit descends upon the believers in Samaria through prayer and
the laying on of hands. These Samaritans had been baptized, but for a reason that is not
given in the text, had not received the Holy Spirit. Peter and John are sent to these
believers to pray, lay their hands upon them, and offer the Spirit. The writer of Acts is
reminding readers that baptism and blessing belong together. The Holy Spirit, which
descends upon Jesus at baptism, is now present and active in the early church. The voice of
God is carried on in the disciples and brings identity and authority to all.
Luke 3:15–17, 21–22 - The culture into which Jesus was born had rigid social customs.
People behaved in accordance with their status given at birth, never presuming more or
less. Little would be expected of the son of a manual labourer from out-of-the-way Nazareth. For a person like
Jesus, the right to speak in public or to interpret the Torah would need to be established and demonstrated. It is
not surprising then that when Jesus spoke and taught, people would wonder at his boldness and question the
source of his authority.
Luke tells readers that Jesus receives this authority directly from God at his baptism. God comes to Jesus through
the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove, identifying Jesus as the “Beloved.” The readers of Luke would interpret and
understand this voice from heaven as giving both authenticity and authority to Jesus’ ministry. The love that Jesus
later proclaims in his ministry is first extended to him now. We, too, are given the promise that identity and
authority are ours as we recognize God’s presence in our lives and set out to begin God’s work.
Only four weeks ago, we read these verses with expectation and hope as we prepared for Jesus’ coming. Repeated
here, we experience them with new eyes and live them out a bit differently too. The expectation is being fulfilled,
and in this Season after the Epiphany, we continue to look for and seek out signs of Jesus’ reign in our world. This
text asks us to make space to hear God’s voice in our life – a voice we share with those around us, and that tells us
that we, too, are God’s beloved.
The voice of God, which spoke from the clouds at Jesus’ baptism, still speaks in lives today. It speaks a word of love
and promise to all who are baptized, offering identity and belonging. In the form of the Holy Spirit, God’s voice also
speaks to us in prayer, in ritual and tradition, in loving actions, and in all who thirst for justice. Where do you hear
God’s voice in your life?

Our morning worship service will be videotaped each Sunday, and made available online later in
the day ( by about 1:30-2:00pm). You can join us as usual at
http://hornsby.unitingchurch.org.au/church-at-home.html

Christmas All Year Round.
Dearly Beloved in Christ Jesus
The new year is still young so may I wish you a wonderful and great
Happy New Year. The events leading to this Christmas were very
trying for my family and me. My whole family and other guests
contracted the Corona virus at my son’s wedding reception which had
strictly kept to the NSW Covid protocols. The very few invitees were
all double jabbed. But it still did happen! Everyone has now been
released from isolation. The best news of this was that none was hospitalised nor lost their life. Thank you all for
your prayers, help and kind words.
Christmas Day is gone, and a new year has dawned, but the message of that Advent Day is still with us here today,
if only the world would not crowd out the good tidings of great joy that Jesus Christ the Saviour of the world was
born. He was born as a gift from God to bring salvation to fallen and alienated humans from God because of their
sins.
It is good to remember traditions and celebrations that has marked this season, but it is paramount important that
we as Christians remind the world the reason for the season throughout the year - That Christ was born that
creation will live again in God. I googled Christmas symbols. I was shocked. They were holly ivies, reindeers,
Christmas trees, snow, wrapped boxes, Christmas socks, candy canes, Santa and elves …! Where was Jesus, I asked
myself.
The story is told of a christening that was to be held many years ago by a very wealthy family. Many guests were
invited to the home for the occasion and came in the very latest fashionable garb. Their wraps and coats were
carried into a bedroom and laid upon the beds. After the usual lot of conversations and commotion, they were
ready for the christening ceremony and someone asked, “Where is the baby?” The nurse was sent upstairs to look
and returned in alarm distress. The baby was nowhere to be found! After several minutes’ search someone
remembered that the child had last been seen lying on one of the beds, and after a frantic search the little child
was found smothered under the pile of the guests wraps. The main reason why they had come had sadly been
forgotten, neglected and destroyed!
This Christmas, like many that are passed, the world has had the person for the season smothered by the tinsels,
wrapping papers, ribbons, unnecessary amounts of gifts for ourselves and make-believe that surround the festive
occasion reminding us of the words of Luke the Apostle; “There was no room for them in the inn.” In the frenzied
atmosphere, Christ Jesus, the Lord of Advent was never heard of or mentioned at parties or gatherings. The world
replaced him with a no name celebration as “Xmas” or “Santa” who drops gifts through chimneys from his reindeer
drawn sleigh. Tell the world the story:
Hark! the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth, and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful, all ye nations, rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem
Hark, the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
I wish you all well in this new year; in health, strength and enfolded in the love and goodness of our Lord Jesus. Do
not flag in your zeal to remind people of the message of Christmas, He came to reconcile us to God his Father. This
is the message that the world needs during these troublesome and fearful days. Let us not crowd Christ out of
Christmas with our silence. May you and your family, Hornsby Uniting congregation have a wonderful year.
Rev Jojo Nkrumah 09/01/22

NEWS THIS WEEK
Covid news this week fluctuates from day to day. Among the very high case numbers we have news that the
Omicron strain is less severe than earlier variants, and we now wait to see if the expected peak and rapid decline of
cases happens in Britain and then here, as it has in South Africa.
Meanwhile, almost everyone should be eligible for a booster shot by next month, and the new default method of
testing, Rapid Antigen tests, should become easier to access with the expected bulk arrival of test kits. The local
pathology drive-up next to the RSL seems to have temporarily closed due to pressure of processing, but you should
still be able to walk in to Hornsby Hospital’s clinic in Derby Street. The pharmacy next to the Odeon Cinema is
selling single RAT kits at $19 each.
The church has not been advised of any new restrictions; singing, although not allowed in nightclubs or hospitality
venues, does not appear to have been barred in church, and we continue to wear masks as a safeguard. Our
morning service continues as usual; please continue to take the known safety measures.

Men’s Fellowship and Hornsby Probus have decided not to meet for the current month. Asquith Markets will
go ahead as planned.
The Christmas Bowl appeal will close off this week. If you want to contribute via the church, please leave your
donation in the offering jar this Sunday. You can also donate directly online, or via the QR code on the Christmas
Bowl poster on the foyer noticeboard. Thanks especially to two generous donations, the Bowl will receive good
support from HornsbyUC.

Reflection from ‘Insights’ magazine
Sunday 9 January: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The two cousins meet. But it is not a typical
Middle Eastern family gathering over felafel and
kebabs in the backyard. It takes place in the
wilderness by the river of Jordan. This venue is
significant and full of symbolism. This is the same
wilderness in which Moses led the people of
Israel for forty years after their liberation from
slavery in Egypt. This is the same Jordan in which
they were immersed before they entered the
Promised Land under the leadership of Joshua. To
go out to the wilderness and to be baptized in the
Jordan, is to recover the roots. It is to rededicate to the freedom journey with God!
Today’s encounter between John and Jesus, and the baptism that ensues heralds a new beginning, an
entry into the Kingdom of God under the leadership of the One of whom God says, “You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” This baptism is the inauguration of Jesus’ public ministry.
Today as we remember Jesus’ baptism may we remember that in our baptism we too have been
plunged into a new way of being, living, and acting in the world.

IN PRAYER
Do not fear, for I have rescued you.
I have called you by name, you are mine.
When you cross deep waters, I will be with you;
and the rivers they shall not overwhelm you.
God's voice is heard over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, over the mighty waters.
God sits beyond the flood, enthroned as ruler for ever.
When Jesus had been baptised a voice came from heaven saying,
"You are my Beloved Child, and I am pleased with you."
We hear your voice calling and move toward you, O God.
Many voices speak to us.
We are torn in many directions.
To whom should we listen? To what should we pay attention?
Which voices are the right ones? How do we hear the voice of God in all the noise?
Help us, God, to listen with our hearts.
To open ourselves to your voice: that forgives us when we do wrong,
that calls us to serve you and others, that invites us to use our own voices to challenge injustice in our world.
Speak to us, God. We are listening.
Loving God, giver of all gifts, when we do not recognise the gifts that lie within us, forgive us.
When we do not recognise the gifts you have granted to our brothers and sisters, forgive us.
When we are reluctant to hear your voice calling us by name, for fear of where that voice might lead us,
forgive us.
When we fear wherever tomorrow might take us, remind us that you are always there.
Loving God, who calls us Beloved, break into our lives and surprise us with your wondrous presence that can calm
all fears. We pray in Christ's name. Amen.

Creator God, we have heard your voice calling us, through ancient prophets stirring our souls,
and making us restless with the world.
We stand here, your servants, preparing ourselves, and commit ourselves as your community,
to travel through deep waters, and into the world.
And as we go down as Jesus did into the waters of blessing
we know your promise is alive within us:
you strengthen us, you envision us to be more than what we are,
you call us by name.
Now you journey with us, in us, before us, into the world.
We rise renewed, blessed by the hand of heaven,
newly alive to your peace, with a passion for justice alive in our souls,
and in every breath, the possibility of love.
We rise from the waters, committed as servants of the Gospel,
dedicated to the realm of love.

Do you need to contact someone? Have a support need?
Rev. Kodjo Nkrumah - 0408 250 601. Kent Blackmore - 0438 611 795
Joyce Lum - 0402 093 618. Bill Laidlaw - 9477 3409
The church office opens on Thursday mornings from 9:00 - 10:30am.

