
Hornsby Uniting Church 

Our Vision: To grow in Christ and share His love. 

News for January 16, 2022 

O God, your desire for creation is abundance. Elevate our vision and give us faith broad 
and wide enough to see your plenty. Amen. 

Our morning worship service will be videotaped each Sunday, and made available online later in 
the day ( by about 1:30-2:00pm). You can join us as usual at   
http://hornsby.unitingchurch.org.au/church-at-home.html  

We can depend on God’s abundant love. Whether offering renewal to those without hope in Isaiah’s time or 
changing water into wine at the wedding in Cana, God gives us extravagant gifts. The abundant gifts of God’s Spirit 
work in the midst of the community of God’s beloved people to reveal Christ, then and now. 
Isaiah 62:1–5 Using the image of the wedding feast, Isaiah reveals the abundant joy and love that God has for God’s 
people. The prophet is speaking a word of comfort to a hurting and desolate people, returning home after exile in 
Babylon. In Hebrew culture, a name offered clues to one’s identity. In receiving a new name from God, the people 
understand that their relationship with God is restored.  
 
Psalm 36:5–10 calls us to thankfulness for God’s rich abundance in all times and places. God’s unconditional love 
renews and restores us, even in our lowest moments.  
 
1 Corinthians 12:1–11 attests to the abundance of the Spirit’s gifts. Those gifts are poured out upon all for the sake 
of the common good. 
 
John 2:1–11 - In this miracle story unique to John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry gains public awareness at a wedding in 
Cana of Galilee. The disciples are there, as is Jesus’ mother, Mary, who seems to already know and trust in the 
works of Jesus. (Note, however, that the gospel of John does not refer to Jesus’ mother by name.)  
The story itself begins simply enough, and there is no hint in the first few verses that a miracle is about to occur. 
Suddenly, “the wine gave out,” an embarrassing predicament for the hosts. Mary calls on Jesus to help.  
 
Scholars disagree over Jesus’ use of the term “woman” in his reply to Mary. Some cite it as a term of respect, while 
others claim it would have been unusual for a son to refer to his mother in this way in that culture. Our ears may 
hear detachment in the exchange. In spite of that, Mary emerges as a strong character of faith. She trusts Jesus’ 
ability to respond to this need. Mary leads others to exercise such trust when she tells the servants: “Do whatever 
he tells you.” The fact that “servants” translates diakonos, a word used in the early church for “minister,” may be a 
subtle clue by the gospel writer about Mary’s significance. Some scholars, ancient and modern, saw Mary as having 
an important role in the early church. This story emerges as a strong witness to Mary’s faith and trust. 
What is truly amazing in this story is the abundance of wine Jesus offers the wedding party. Imagine about 660 
litres or 150 gallons of wine, and of the highest quality! Jesus provides the best wine at the end of the feast. This 
would have been unheard of in that time – a reversal of expectations. The steward is confused about the origin of 
the wine, though the servants who had drawn the water know.  
Through the turning of the water into wine, Jesus is revealed. This miracle speaks of God bringing extravagance and 
abundance into everyday activities. God’s glory is revealed and the disciples believe in Jesus. The world – or at least 
the world of this wedding party – has been turned around.  
 
As God’s people, we live with an abundant spirit that stands in contrast to many of the world’s realities. We 
imagine hope where there seems to be none, for we are guided by faith in God’s unending love. The Season after 
the Epiphany is a good time to reflect upon the ways that God’s abundant love and Spirit are at work among us. In 
what ways does Jesus’ life and ministry reveal God’s abundance to you? In what ways does God continue to bring 
abundance into the world today? 

http://hornsby.unitingchurch.org.au/church-at-home.html


 The Journey of Our Lives… 

The last couple of years have been a bit of a wild ride, not so much 

physically as we’ve been locked in our homes for much of it.  The wild 

ride has been the journey through a new land that feels unchartered – at 

least by our generation.  We have traversed a wilderness of pandemic 

uncertainty and lockdown, disease, and confusion, feeling powerless 

before an unseen foe.  It is difficult to come to grips with; to understand 

and live alongside.  Simple, ordinary things like greeting another, 

standing shoulder to shoulder and side by side are met with wary 

uncertainty.  I never thought I’d wear a mask into a bank, let alone common places of life.   

Trust and openness have given way to suspicion and distance.  We are reticent to go into the world we normally 

inhabit without thought.  Isolation and distance have replaced immediacy and crowded community.  The world 

went very quiet for several months at a time.  The birdsong replaced the noise of cars and industry.  Walking 

became the big adventure outdoors and the local community became the centre of life. 

The journey through COVID-19 world, which continues as it evolves and changes has been filled with challenges 

and risk, uncertainty and confusion, anger and resistance.  It has been a journey that has tested our emotions and 

psychology – can we live with our own being, devoid of the distractions of life that hide the deeper questions and 

fears that gurgle within us?  Can we live with our own insecurities and presence in a world that is stripped 

back?  What do we see of this world when all is stripped away, and life lays raw and naked before us? 

I suspect that the anger, rage and hostility we see around the world lies in people’s fears of being, fears of mortal 

existence and losing control (or their sense of feeling controlled).  We like to believe that we can control our lives 

and set order into the world around us, even if it is self-deceit and human arrogance.  A simple virus has brought 

the human world to a standstill, threatened our lives and being and changed the way we engage in the most 

profound ways.  This pandemic has exposed the raw humanity, the vulnerability and fault lines that run through the 

human community.  It has exposed our desperate competition and lack of trust and relationship across cultures and 

races and national patriotism and power.  It has exposed the powerlessness and ineptness of so much world 

leadership; politics and politicking has taken precedence over science and well-being and the common good.  Rich 

versus poor, powerful versus weak, educated versus the simple, bigotries and divides of race, gender, class, age, 

politics and so forth have been revealed and shown up as appalling injustice. 

If we explore, more deeply, this journey we’ve been on and our own emotional responses to the changes and 

challenges presented, we may discover something more truthful about ourselves.  Perhaps there is a resilience we 

didn’t know we had or an empathy to reach out, as we are able, to others.  Perhaps we have recognised that the 

simple things that appear in abundance around us are vital for us – the air we breathe or water we drink; the 

flowers and plants, trees and the vivid, changing colour and beauty. Perhaps the simple gatherings we have been 

able to coddle together with some family and friends, sharing food and drink, catch-up conversations or the joys 

and pain of living, have moved us deeper into the experience of living and being.  As we journey through life, let us 

set our hearts and minds unflinchingly on Christ Jesus like the Magi who believed in the newborn king. In lives 

troubles, Christ Jesus is our King, our Priest to minister to us when we have been treated badly or uncharitably, 

fearful of the morrow and what belies. He whispers to us during such times and says, fear not I am with you even to 

the end. He is our Saviour and grants us eternal life through His death. Let us each invite him to stride out in 

humility as we pilgrim into His Kingdom.  

(Adapted from Geoff’s Reflection) Jojo Nkrumah 160122 



NEWS THIS WEEK 

No big changes to our procedures this week. Singing, although not allowed in nightclubs or hospitality venues, is 

not barred in church; but we have reduced the number of sung hymns as a minor precaution, and masking is still 

required. There is some optimism that signpost statistics such as hospitalisation rates will plateau this week with a 

general decline in infections over the coming weeks. We hear of a few church friends here and in other 

congregations who have isolated after a positive test, but with only minor symptoms as they are up-to-date on 

shots.  

 

Please keep Dennis in your prayers after he had a fall this week; and Thursday Club members will be sorry to learn 

that “Toddy” (Dorothy) Capelleto passed away peacefully this week. She was a regular, and one of the earliest, 

members of Thursday Club. 

Hall Repairs - From Monday 17th, workers will be in the Northern (wood) auditorium undertaking precautionary 

work to strengthen the lighting pelmets, similar to the work which was done last year in the church. The whole hall 

will be unavailable during the work, which is expected to take about a week. 

The Christmas Bowl appeal is now ended.  You can still donate directly online, or via the QR code on the 

Christmas Bowl poster on the foyer noticeboard.  

Are you looking to dispose of your Christmas cards? They can be left in the box on top of the office filing cabinet, 

and will be re-worked and re-used. 

Reflection for Sunday 16 January: John 2.1-11 - ‘Insights’ magazine 

For John, Jesus’ miracles are “signs” that reveal Jesus’ glory as 
God’s Son through whom salvation enters the world. In other 
words, John says that putting on human skin God came and dwelt 
among us in Jesus, so we could see the glory of God. 

Jesus does just that in the first “sign” of his public ministry. 
Instead of doing any headline grabbing “sign” he goes to a village 
wedding and turns water into wine in the presence of some lowly 
servants. 

Lack of wine could cause huge embarrassment and shame on the host. It could deprive the bride and 
the groom and the invitees the joy of their life. Jesus saves the host. He saves the wedding party. In this 
story by seeking help from the servants in filling the jars Jesus reveals that doing God’s will require 
divine-human co-operation. The abundance of wine, and not just any wine but the very best, reveals 
the new and abundant life Jesus brings to our life and that of the world.  

Have your branches and garden prunings turned into mulch! 

Nothing to do with water into wine  … the council depot at Mt.Kuringai will 

accept material for chipping, on January 23 from 7:30 - 12:30 am.  You can also 

take away free mulch. 

https://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/lifestyle/events/chipping-days/chipping-for-

mulch-mt-kuring-gai6 

https://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/lifestyle/events/chipping-days/chipping-for-mulch-mt-kuring-gai6
https://www.hornsby.nsw.gov.au/lifestyle/events/chipping-days/chipping-for-mulch-mt-kuring-gai6


Do you need to contact someone? Have a support need? 

Rev. Kodjo Nkrumah - 0408 250 601. Kent Blackmore - 0438 611 795 

 Joyce Lum - 0402 093 618.  Bill Laidlaw - 9477 3409 

The church office opens on Thursday mornings from 9:00 - 10:30am.  

IN PRAYER 
 
God's faithfulness is as high as the clouds. 
God's love stretches everywhere. 
God's righteousness is as tall as the biggest mountains. 
God's love stretches everywhere. 
God's justice is as deep as the ocean. 
God's love stretches everywhere. 
God's love is big enough for everyone. 
God's love stretches everywhere. 
 
God of many gifts, you offer us so many things: 
food and drink, everlasting life, 
gifts for ministry, shelter from danger. 
Above all: overflowing love! 
In this time of worship, open us to your Spirit, that we 
might experience and celebrate the many gifts you give 
us. 
 
God provides us more than we could ever need 
and yet often we are not satisfied: we want more. 
We hoard and do not share what we have. 
We keep the best for ourselves, and offer the second best to God and to others. 
Sometimes we feel we are of little value, forgetting that God has invested God's very best in each one of 
us. 
Let us take a moment in silence to confess the times when we are wasteful, when we do not share, and 
when we do not recognize the many gifts that God gives to us. 
 
The Bible tells us that all people may take refuge in the shadow of God's wings. Whatever we may have 
done wrong, when we turn to God, we find that we are welcomed, we are forgiven, we are loved. 
 
God has blessed us with an abundance of life. 
God's promise for the world  is filled to the brim and overflowing. 
 
God has blessed us with an abundance of hope. 
God's hope for the world is filled to the brim and overflowing. 
 
God has blessed us with an abundance of truth. 
God's truth for the world is filled to the brim and overflowing. 
 
Go and offer the world God's abundant gifts,  
for there are more than enough. 
God's love for the world is filled to the brim and overflowing. Amen. 
 
 




